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inforcement, now, with forty of their number, returned and attacked them with drawn weapons. Most of the citizens retreated to Bicker's; and some others of the military from the barracks coming up, they surrounded the house and attempted to force the door. Bicker defended the entrance with fixed bayonet,* and kept the assailants at bay. The furious soldiers not only threatened destruction to the pole and all its defenders, but even swore they would burn the house, which was so vigorously defended. Some of those who had been driven from the pole, sounded the alarm bell at St. George's Chapel in Beekman street; and as the citizens began to assemble, an officer arriving, ordered the soldiers to quarters. A strict watch was kept at the pole all night, and every night afterwards, until the 3d May, when the troops sailed for the place of their destination.
In the April term of the court, the grand jury found a bill against McDougall for the alleged libel, who pleaded not guilty. During this investigation, Messrs. Delancy, Walton and Des Noyelles, members of the Assembly, sat upon the bench with the judges. McDougall now consented to give bail on a personal bond of five hundred pounds, and with two sureties, each of two hundred and fifty pounds, and was set at liberty.!
The efforts of the Committee to keep unbroken the nonimportation agreement, were unceasing; and their vigilance in detecting and exposing infractions, and in enforcing practical admonitions to the aiders and abettors of any violations, undoubtedly had great influence every where. As a specimen of that vigilance and industry, the following letter is introduced:
NEW YORK, llth May, 1770. Bretheren:
We take this opportunity to acquaint you, that having received information, that a certain Nathan Rogers, of the town of Boston, Merchant, (one of those who have for some
* Holt's paper.          t Handbills Historical Society.